This textbook of neonatology, a multi-authored book in its third edition from the United Kingdom, is impressive because of the depth of coverage of various neonatal topics. Physicians, neonatology fellows, pediatric residents, neonatal nurse practitioners, nurses, and other students of newborn medicine will find it extremely useful as a review guide and a reference source.
care suggested in this book and those practiced in the United States. Most of the chapters are well organized, written lucidly, and referenced thoroughly. For example, the chapter on acute respiratory disease in the newborn has broad coverage of pathophysiology, clinical aspects, and practical guidelines; several illustrations, some in color; and an extensive bibliography of 1211 references. The scholarly discourse in the chapters is reflective of the knowledge and experience of the authors. Schematic diagrams, clinical pictures, radiographs, and illustrations of gross-and histopathology are scattered throughout the book, which make the reading all the more pleasurable. To highlight the graphic aspect of this book, I may cite as an example the brilliant color illustrations of retinopathy of prematurity in its several stages, or the color pictures of various neonatal skin disorders. The most remarkable aspect of this book is that the contents, albeit broad and extensive, are contained within a single bound volume, thanks largely to the editorial effort. The price tag of $295.00, although heavy, is justified considering the systematic and masterly coverage of the subject.
I like textbooks. As a clinician, a textbook comes handy, particularly at odd hours of the night when a newborn infant is admitted to the neonatal intensive care unit and has diacritical features of a disease, a fluid-electrolyte disorder, or a syndrome of dysmorphism. As a teacher, a textbook comes handy when one is asked to give a lecture on a specific topic of general interest. Perhaps the emergence of computerized instant access to medical literature may assuage the value of textbooks in the near future. Until then, however, I will always cherish having access to textbooks on my bookshelf. This textbook by Rennie and Roberton will have its place, because of the extent of coverage, easy readability, superb organization, and scholarly output.
